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Introduction - Many proudly proclaim that they are ‘New Testament’ Christians, presuming that God’s grace, mercy, and salvation through Faith promised within the New Covenant is a ‘recent’ blessing.  The alternative, they presume, is living under the Old Testament ‘Old Covenant’, coerced to fulfill impossibly hard tasks in order to prove acceptable to a harsh and demanding God.  While the result that the believer is proclaiming (salvation) is certainly worthy of excitement, fallacy lies within its presumption.  A hint of truth to this consideration feigns its validity, but limits insight to the comprehensive mercy and grace that leads to the plan of reconciliation, through Faith, that God has prescribed from the beginning of time.  

God’s purposes and plans have been clearly evident from the dawn of His creation.  Endowing His crowning achievement with His likeness enabled the meta-purpose of all creation: to serve God and obey His commands, to the glory of God.  But man has selfishly and rebelliously asserted his own dominion, trading the most satisfying purpose for that which appears pleasurable and purposeful, and thus impugning his own ruin.  However throughout mankind’s rebellious history God has displayed His plan of grace and mercy to the world via His chosen people.   His sovereignty has always been evident, just as His plan of salvation and reconciliation has been evident and consistent from the Creation to this day.

The Concept Of Salvation – The Old Testament can be considered to be the ‘History of Salvation’.  From the beginning, God has been involved in reconciling that which is ‘formless and void’ - chaotic and unruly - into perfection and into that which brings glory to the Creator1.  And how does mankind bring glory to God?  By “Fear[ing] God and keep[ing] His commandments, for this is the whole duty of man2.”   The problem comes about because we choose to place our selfish desires above the selfless desires of our Sovereign Lord: we spoil that which is good.  But God has initiated a plan of redemption that reconciles the image of God in us that we have spoiled.  

‘Salvation’ accomplishes the recovery of that which we have spoiled.  It is the restoration of the broken union; the reconciliation of the misplaced trust.  It is the accomplishment of ‘eternal life’, meaning life with God.3  But it is accomplished solely because of the desires and activities of God - not by the activities of man.  Indeed, mankind is only set toward his own desires - there is no one who fears God or obeys His commands.4  

But how does God draw men back into this reconciliation?  How does a creation endowed with ‘free will’ - that awful blessing that enabled our very downfall but facilitates our love and trust - repair to the understanding that God is sovereign and reaching for the recovery of our relationship?  Indeed, this method of salvation is the central thesis of God’s Biblical revelation.  Throughout the Old Testament, God’s plan of salvation is clear and prescriptive of the universal plan unveiled within the New Testament, personally culminated in God’s display of Special Revelation in the form of a man - Jesus of Nazareth.  

Salvation In Ancient Israel – God chose a man, Abraham, by whom to bless the world5 by bringing about His Special Revelation6 via Abraham’s seed.  God did this because the General Revelation is not sufficient to bring our hearts back to God.  The subtle nature of the mysteries, the patterns, and the beauty of nature7 declare the glory of God and His handiwork, but we needed a more specific pointer: specific directions that would lead our teased free will toward the answers we seek.   He left in all of us a divinely implanted need for Him that we cannot externally fulfill8, but causes us to seek - but we must know where to look.  God initiated this plan via His covenant with Abraham.  Because of Abraham’s Faith,9 God chose to establish his progeny as a great nation, with the purpose of proclaiming His sovereignty and salvation to the world of rebellious man.  This great nation was bound to keep God’s commands in order to set themselves apart from others to make the power and sovereignty of God visible for all to see.  It is through this nation that we received the word of God evident in the Bible, and the Word of God evident in Jesus, the Christ.

We may like to think that the ancients had it a little easier – that Faith for them was unquestionable and undeniable - after all, they had prophets and unmistakable signs that clearly displayed the sovereignty of God and His redemptive acts for them.  But glaringly obvious to any casual observer is the sure and stubborn rebellion of man against God.  Clearly the ancients quickly forgot about the times of communion with God, and the blessings inherent with that communion.  And when the pattern of salvation history is studied (e.g. God providing, mankind rebelling, God chastising, then man repenting), it is evident that this continuum has existed from the beginning.  Also apparent from the beginning is the path to salvation through Faith, for Faith ‘is what the ancients were commended for’.10  

With Adam and the original rebellion, God was certainly justified in His disappointment with, and separation from man - it was only by His grace that Adam was spared.  But subsequently, the speed with which we descended from our communion with God to deplorable decadence displayed at the time of Noah is rather incredible.  We justifiably deserved His anger; instead God again showed us His will for reconciliation and salvation, because of the Faith of Noah.11  (It is significant that it was God Himself who provided an instrument of safe passage through that terrible storm of wrath for the godly man – this again is an example of the mercy and grace found within His nature.)  But again, despite this early evidence of God’s salvation and sovereignty over creation, we continued in our downward spiral of rebellion; we maintained our curious pattern of communion followed by infidelity.  

The deliverance of His chosen people from slavery is arguably the most significant salvation event of the Old Testament.  God nurtured His chosen people under the curse of slavery until they were prepared to exist as a sovereign nation, ready to carry out their part of the covenant (the proclamation of God’s sovereignty and reconciliation to the world).  The labor pains of the delivery of the nation were intense, but the sovereignty of God was made clearly evident to the Israelites and to the powers of man.  After their dramatic delivery, God kept His presence clear to provide for their nurturing and direction through their long struggle of life and sojourn.  In these many ways, the Exodus was an example and precursor of the salvation events to come.  

From this time on until the time of the New Testament, we see the pattern of rebellion and salvation repeated over and over again.  We see the beacon of God (Israel) committed to the law which sets them apart, only to eventually turn their backs on God and pursue their own desires.  With the communion broken, God punishes them in order to remind them of their covenant, and to continue to use them as an example to the world.  We see David deliver the Kingdom of Israel to God by his Faith and actions.  We then watch the falling away of the nation resulting from the failure of Solomon.  The divided Kingdom finally collapses; the chosen people are disbursed among the nations, and they await the new ‘Moses’12 to deliver them back to reconciliation with God and the blessings of communion.

Salvation In The New Testament Church – The New Covenant builds upon the Old and is applicable to the Jews and the non-Jews (Gentiles), as foretold by the prophet Isaiah13.   In the Old Covenant, God utilized a chosen people designated by their lineage, their land, and the law.  We see parallels on a universal scale in the New Covenant.  Jesus, the seed of Abraham, explained to us that the ‘scriptures’ (referring to the Old Testament) were clearly pointing toward Him (John 5:39)14 as the fulfillment of the law.  Those who have Faith in Him15 (who fulfills the law) would be ‘called out’ (the Church - the New Testament lineage) to be those who would represent Him16 (to the world from all lands), and would have the law of God written on their hearts17.

So those of us in the New Testament Church also have salvation ‘by Faith’18, just as the Old Testament saints.  Our Faith is based upon the promise and evidence of Jesus of Nazareth, who ‘was a man accredited by God to [us] by miracles, wonders and signs…by God’s set purpose and foreknowledge… raised from the dead…both Lord and Christ.’19  Similarly, those who received salvation in the Old Testament were saved by their Faith in the Christ.  For example, God’s chosen Old Testament ‘deliverer’ (Moses) “regard[ed] disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value than the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his reward.”20    

So we see our God has been preparing for the redemption of mankind from the beginning.  And the means to salvation has been constant (through faith in the Christ - Jesus).  The day of the unveiling of the covenant of Faith is the Good News that the world has been looking for (for THIS is the day which the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad!21)  “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.  Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfector of our faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  Consider Him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.”22  

This is why the commands of the Lord are not burdensome; why we have a hope that is solid and evidential and historical and consistent, written from the author of the cosmos and of our purpose.  Praise God for His grace and mercy, and for His plan of salvation through Faith!

Conclusion – Christianity is clearly a historical faith – past, present and future.  We can see evidence that God is Sovereign over all creation, and that He is establishing His Kingdom via His plan of salvation and reconciliation.  We can see these two themes of the Bible clearly evident as He establishes Himself as the Creator, the Judge, the Lover, and the Redeemer of all who choose to “repent and follow” (have Faith in) Him.  He has set these plans in motion from the beginning, and has made them evident to all men at all times.  The consistency of His two-fold theme of sovereignty and salvation is evident throughout His written special revelation, and presuming that the intent of the plan of God can be distilled to only one verse, His plan might be summarized as follows:

“The Lord will lay bare His Holy arm in the sight of all the nations, and all the ends of the earth will see the salvation of our God.”  Isaiah 52:10
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